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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please replace the claims with the claims provided in the listing below 
wherein status, amendments, additions and cancellations are indicated. 

L-6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Previously Presented) An inductive momentary-contact switch 
comprising: 

a locking mechanism; 
a sensor unit; and 
an evaluation circuit, 

wherein said sensor unit comprises a sensor coil applied to a primed 
circuit board and a conductive actuator element, wherein 

the distance between said conductive actuator element and said sensor coil 
is changeable and lockablc, the distance changes being made for the purpose of 
changing the inductance of said sensor coil, and 

the inductance change in said sensor coil initiates a switching function in 
said evaluation circuil. 
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8. (Previously Presented) An inductive position switch apparatus 
comprising: 

a gearshift lever; 

an actuator slide; 

a sensor unit; and 

an evaluation circuit, wherein 

said sensor unit comprises at least two sensor coils adjacent to one another 
on a printed circuit board and at least one conductive actuator element applied to 
said actuator slide, 

the coverage of the conductive actuator element of every two of said 
sensor coils is changeable for changing the inductance of the sensor coils by 
displacing said actuator slide, and 

the inductance changes of said adjacently applied sensor coils initiate 
switching functions in said evaluation circuit. 

9. (Previously Presented) The inductive position switch in accordance with 
claim 8 further comprising a multiplexer, the signal evaluation of said sensor coils 
occurring via said multiplexer. 
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10. (Previously Presented) An inductive position switch apparatus 
comprising: 

a gearshift lever; 

an actuator slide; 

a sensor unit; and 

an evaluation circuit, wherein 

said sensor unit comprises at least two sensor coils applied adjacenl to one 
another to a printed circuit board, 

said actuator slide comprises at least one conductive actuator element, 

the coverage of said conductive aciualor clement of every two of said 
sensor coils is changeable for changing the inductances of said sensor coils by 
displacing said actuator slide, 

the inductance changes of said adjacently applied sensor coils initiate 
switching functions in said evaluation circuit, and 

only one of said sensor coils is switched at any one time into said 
evaluation circuit in order to form a temperature-stable and precise switching 



criterion. 
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11. (Previously Presented) The inductive position switch apparatus in 
accordance wilh claim 10 further comprising an LC oscillating circuit, wherein 
said LC oscillating circuit comprises said at least two sensor coils. 

12. (Previously Presented) The inductive position switch apparatus in 
accordance wilh claim 1 1 adapted for evaluating the resonance frequency of the 
LC oscillating circuit into which the variable inductance enters. 

13. (Currently Amended) An inductive swi t ch switching apparatus 
comprising: 

a locking mechanism or a latchable gearshift lever; 

a sensor unit; and 

an evaluation circuit, wherein 

said sensor unit comprises at least one sensor coil disposed on a printed 
circuit board and at least one conductive actuator element, 

the distance of said conductive actuator clement to said at least one sensor 
coil or coverage of every two of said at least one sensor coil is changeable for 
changing the inductance of said at least one sensor coil, and 

the changes in inductance in the evaluation circuit initiate switching 
functions. 
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14. (Previously Presented) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 13 further comprising an actuator slide, the coverage of 
every two of said at least one sensor coil occurring by horizontal position 
displacement of said actuator slide. 

15. (Previously Presented) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 13 wherein only one of said at least one sensor coil is 
switched at any one time into said evaluation circuit in order to form a 
temperature-stable and precise switching criterion. 

16. (Previously Presented) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 13 further comprising a multiplexer, the signal evaluation 
of said at least one sensor coil occurring via said multiplexer. 

17. (Previously Presented) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 15 further comprising a multiplexer, the signal evaluation 
of said at least one sensor coil occurring via said multiplexer. 

18. (Withdrawn) The inductive momentary-contact switch in accordance 
with Claim 7, wherein an alternating voltage or constant amplitude and constant 

6 «3*7 supp r«f> Ic oa «r«-2S-07 (PCUl ) wpd 



PAGE 6f1 1 ' RCVD AT 2119)2008 5:33:34 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF4/14 * DNIS:2738300 1 CS1D:12129537733 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-56 



02/19/2008 18:43 FAX 



12129537733 



© 007/01 1 



Docket No. F-8567 Ser. No, 1 0/527,765 

frequency is injected into said sensor coil with subsequent evaluation of the 
current amplitudes of the variable inductance. 

19. (Withdrawn) The inductive position switch apparatus in accordance 
with Claim 8, wherein an alternating voltage of constant amplitude and constant 
frequency is injected into said sensor coil with subsequent evaluation of the 
current amplitudes of the variable inductance. 

20. (Withdrawn) The inductive switch apparatus in accordance with 
Claim 13, wherein an alternating voltage of constant amplitude and constant 
frequency is injected into said sensor coil with subsequent evaluation of ihe 
current amplitudes of the variable inductance. 

21. (Previously Presented) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 14, wherein only one of said at least one sensor coil is 
switched at any one time into said evaluation circuit in order to form a 
temperature-stable and precise switching criterion. 
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22. (Previously Presented) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 14 further comprising a multiplexer, the signal evaluation 
of said at least one sensor coil occurring via [[a]] said multiplexer. 

23. (Previously Presented) The inductive switching apparatus in 
accordance with claim 21 further comprising a multiplexer, the signal evaluation 
of said at least one sensor coil occurring via said multiplexer. 

24. (Currently Amended) The inductive momcntar y -contaet position 
switch a pparatus according to claim [[7]J 8., wherein said inductive momentary 
contact position switch apparatus is configured such that said inductance change 
initiates said switching function based on a circuit frequency change caused by 
said inductance change. 

25. (Currently Amended) The inductive uiuuiejiUu^i u uUc t position 
switch apparatus according to claim [[7]] 8, further comprising an LC oscillating 
circuit, wherein said LC oscillating circuit comprises said sensor coil. 
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26. (Currently Amended) The inductive momentary-contact position 
switch apparatus according to claim [[7]] 8, wherein said evaluation circuit is 
configured to evaluate based on circuit frequency. 

27. (New) The inductive position switch apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein said inductive position switch apparatus is configured such that said 
inductance change initiates said switching function based on a circuit frequency 
change caused by said inductance change. 

28. (New) The inductive position switch apparatus according to claim 9, 
further comprising an LC oscillating circuit, wherein said LC oscillating circuit 
comprises said sensor coil. 

29. (New) The inductive position switch apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein said evaluation circuit is configured to evaluate based on circuit 
frequency. 
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